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Bi1ly Strong Recalls Early

Days in Leaksirille History

by

Daisy King Barker

Inseperately linked r{ith the social life cf Leaksville of the gay BOts was

the names of three ga1lants, each of urhom chose a bachelor degree, instead of.

aspiring to the holy state of Benedict. Two of thern, George Dyer and Tom

Reynolds, several years ago, departed for that bourne where here is no marrying
I

was giving in marriage"

the Third, WiIIiam tr{ard Strong, }<nourn as BiILy Strong, still remains in

single blessedness in his house by the sicie of the road. No vision of unpaid

dress maker bills disturb his sleep. No dread of college tuitj-on notes due

harnesses his mind; he takes no thought'for the morrorir, l.lhen he lies dor,nr to

sleep. His or^ar hand supply his simple needs, when numerous nephews and nieces

do not invite hlm to diru:er.

Ttre three cronies, reared in days ',rihen gentlemen had not yet learned to do

manual Iabor, have gone through tife in a happy-go-Iuc}ry v,ray, yet they never

lacked for the somforts of life" Though it was said that Zeus has two urns of

sorrow for one of joy, this proved f,::J-se in thej-r case, for trouble seemed to

pass them by.

They i,iere possessed of a keen sense of humor, a friend of i-nformatlon and

historical lore, and a remarkable memory for dates and names of people, Tc:

listen to then talk was a treat indeed, for they could recount much i-nteresting

local histcrlr, OnIy one is left to telI the story and he does it well"

One of Billyts earty recollections was the l.;hipping he received when as a

boy he attenrled. the little frame school house, that stood in Hamilton street,

where l4rs. Ben Hamisburgrs resedence is now located.. He recalled distinctly

when the o1d red brick school house on 'ifest Henry Street lrras the chief seat of

learning of the city, as he attended school there. A few of his old school

mates are still living: John ReynolCs, of I'ienthvrorti:; T. Lee Millner, of
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Leaksville; Charlie Ham1in, of California; Miss Armie Smith of Stonevi}le.

Patrick Henryrs son, Nat Henry, was once teacher at the brick school house

and taught Mr. Strongrs father,',triI1iain Randolph Strong, about 1i-! years ago"

Governor Bob Gleru:, Rev" Sam Burton, Hon" Charles Reynolcls and other notables

attended this Academy, Mr. Strong said.

Patri-ck Henryrs grandson, Bob ltrard, whose parents lived at the old Sharp

place dovm the river, edited the news paper here, calfed the 'rleaksville Herald'r"

He boarded with Mr" Strong's father vrho kept the tavern, which stood where the

colored Methodis church and parsonage nor/, stand on South Henry Street and this

1J room ramb1.lng house later became Guerrant?s tobacco warehouse, and rernained

standing until lrithjrl recent ycars, Ivir. Strong pointed out,

Mr. Strongrs grandfather, Terrill .Hopper, lived in vrhct was considered

the finest house in these parts, It was a four story brick house located

where Pace-Stone Furniture Company now stands" On this building was nailed the

fjrst Confederated flag whi-ch rrras raised jn Leaksville, This flag vias handed

by ttriIliam Bandolph Strong to Jinr Stevens Sr., who nailed it up, accordixg to

I{r" Strongr s recollections"

Across the strect from the cld tavern lived Mrs. John Meadow, grandmother

of Mr" Fletcher Kemp and Mrs" Jones Norman of this city" Mr" Strong recalls

that this was a very nice residence on Henry street, i.rhich was the principal

residential street in Leaksvillc in those days and that the residents and

some stores exbented from the site now occllpied by the Bedspread Mill to the

Episcopal church"

Jim Leak l.ived at the end of this street overlooking the ri-ver, and had

several children contemporary with Mr" Billy Strong and his brother'. Another

Leak family lived in earlier times in the site where R" P" Rayrs residence now

stands" T,ocated on Henry Street also rrras the resiCence of Dr. Tom Reynolds in

the site where hi-s daughter Mrso To Go Taylor noi^r rcsides, and hi-s brother,

Captal:c Pryon Reynolds lived at the old Relmoldrs place, vrhich is now Seymour

Court, it was recal.led. 0n the siie where the hoopital now stands was the
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residence of Dr" To D. F. Guerrant grandfather of Judy Laneo Dfo Reynoldst and

Dr, Guerrantsr homes were built in the same pIace, about 1812 by a Mr. Barnett

where Leaksville was in a boom" the old Lalrson house was built about the same

time. It stood on the corner vrhere l,Iiss l,lcGermisof store is now located.

Burtonrs Store stood where the post office is now located, and Burtonts

resid.ence stood before it was burned, on the hill where E:rton Grove j-s now loca-

ted, hence came the name Burton.

The old store of Henry l4oir and CoI. Dillard was on the corner where Carolina

Dnug is novl located and here it was that the sol-diers were served a wholesome

meal by the ladies as they passed through the tovne after the surrender.

Ii{r" Strong stated that probably the oldest residence now standing in Leaks-

ville is that formally owned by the elder Dr^. Syd Martin on Henry Street? near

the Episcopal Church.

Another house of about the same age i-s the log cabi-:: Iocated on the Leaks-

ullle Stonevil-le road just below the E. B, Kingts residence" Here Patsy lfurphy

was born and reared and became l{rs. John Vernon.

Dr. George Washington Jones, son of Dr. Benja:nin Jones of the fron ltrorks

of RevolutionarX, farne, ovmed. a resiclepce on Pairick Street over 10O yeal'S ago,

nexb to the Jim lvie p1.ace. ltris housc r,,Ias torn d.own about 20 years ago. Dr.

Jones died in 1839 and was buried on his p1ace. Ttris house was occupied at the

fi-rst of this century by ttAunt Bunkoer

Dr. Robert Robertson, who afterward.s moved to Danville, first oi.,rned Dr.

S. t. M,artinrs place about 100 years ago.

ttBleak Houser', the home of Dr. A. B. Johns Sr", and Jr. is another inter-

estrng p1ace, not only on accoirnt of its age but the ovmers. It{r. Strong re-

coJ-lects that Dr" A" B. Johns Jr. and Bob l{ard were great friends and that Miss

Annie Johns and her si-ster Mrs. l4artin urere his Sunday School teachers.

it{r. John Bullard, of Massachusetts, moved to T,eaksuil}e about 80 years ago,

and owned the original home on the site where his grandson Dr. John BulJ.ard Ray

now lives on Washinton Street. Severa] other homes ln tor^rn date to ante-bel-lum
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days or shortly after by boats on the Dan river before the D. & M" raih\Iay was

constructed about fif'ty years ago" The o1d boat landing was where the concrete

bridge now spans the river. I{r" Strong recalls when the arri-val of a boat was

an event"

I\tr" Strong has lived in this community all his life. He was born ln

1855, at the home of his grand.parents, Terrill ancl Rhoda Virgi-nia. Hopper,

who lived then about three rniles out on the Kingts MiI} Eoad at what ls now

known as the strong place, and which belongs to I'Irs. A. D. Ivie" Hls mother

was Caroling Hopper. An ancestor, J.ohn Field fought in the Bevolution wtcler

Gen, Alexander Martln. Billy was too young and his father too o1d to fight in

the trJar Between the States, but he had nun:bers of relatives in that conflict.

His cousin, Ji-m Dovrners John fought in the l,''lar Between the States under Col .

Idinston and was the last Confederate soldier of Leaksville to joi-n the lnvin-

sible arr[r. He died ]ast Thanksglving at age of )2, in Oklahoma. Billyrs

brother, Alexander Hamil-ton (ttam) Strong and four sisters, Agnes, Caroline,

Eugenia and Lula Strong have passed over the river. Billy has seen one by one

the friends and loved ones around hj-m feI1 t'like lcaves in wintry weatherfr

Ieaving him as one who treads alone some deserted lanquet haII; yet the years

do not seem to steal fire from his raind or signs from his limh. He can say

with Thomas Moore:

rrOfb in the still night

Ere slumberts chain has bound me,

Fond memories brings the light

0f other days arou:rrl me?r o


